


Introduction

We want all children to have access to and 

be familiar with the diversity of UK’s native 

plant and animal species. We believe an 

appreciation of nature and the environment 

is beneficial to the wellbeing of young 

people, as well as being vital for the future of 

our natural heritage and over the following 

pages we have outlined the achievements of 

our six-month project which has educated 

and inspired young people in nature and 

wildlife, by exploring and recording their 

natural heritage and teaching them about 

our native ecosystems and the importance 

in managing and maintaining biodiversity.

“I used to hate bugs but now I love 
them” Aged 10 Eco-Explorer who 

attended workshop in Three Hagges 
Wood-Meadow 

“This is a very exciting opportunity for young 
people, well designed and highlighted interests 

that are not well covered in our base curriculum” 
Year 10 teacher, Barlby High School

Hagge Woods Trust is an 

environmental pioneering charity with 

a radical approach to tackling the 

re-building of our natural heritage.  

Our countryside and the huge variety 

of wildlife that so many of us enjoy 

remains under enormous stress from 

modern industrial and agricultural 

practices and we want to address 

this.  At Three Hagges Wood-Meadow 

we are pioneering a methodology to 

re-create habitats that once were 

common across the UK to attract 

common invertebrates and wildlife 

species that once were found in 

abundance.  We are involving the 

research of scientific experts in order 

to promote a sustainable path for the 

future of the British countryside and, 

over the past five years, our 25-acre 

arable field has been transformed into 

a teeming wildlife habitat. 

This project has provided an opportunity 

for young people to learn about their 

natural heritage with talks in schools. We 

held a series of workshops, led by experts 

at Three Hagges Wood-Meadow, 

demonstrating the importance of 

developing and sustaining biodiversity as 

well as teaching young people the skills to 

conduct wildlife recording surveys and to 

critically think about the findings to better 

understand the population dynamics of 

native flora and fauna within the context 

of wood-meadow.  We taught young 

people the skills to make their own wildlife 

documentary and we have opened young 

people’s eyes to go out and look at nature 

and wildlife through our Snapwild Wildlife 

Photography competition.  We also 

worked with the Guide and Scout 

association in creating a woodland 

themed badge.



1,141 local young people 

were involved in our 

project through talks in 

schools, workshops and 

our Snapwild Wildlife 

Photography 

Competition. Creating a 

community of young 

people who have a 

greater understanding of 

the natural world

90 young people  

engaged in wildlife 

through film and 

photography with our 

wildlife film weekend 

& Snapwild Wildlife 

Photography 

Competition

46 young people (along with 20 

parents) experienced our 25-acre 

pilot site, Three Hagges Wood-

Meadow, which has 30 (out of 35) 

species of native tree and shrub, 

over 150 species of wildflower and 

wild grasses and over 900 species 

of insects. 

36 local Guide and Brownie 

Groups took part in talks and 

workshops and the local 

Guiding and Scouting 

Associations are currently 

creating a new woodland 

themed badge.

We engaged & 

encouraged 

1,141 young 

people to get 

involved in and 

become  much-

needed young 

natural history 

recorders.

Hagge Woods Trust believe an appreciation of nature and the 

environment is beneficial to the wellbeing of young people, as 

well as being vital for the future of our natural heritage.

18 volunteers helped us with our project, 11 at our talks in 

schools and workshops. 3 with our Snapwild Photography 

Competition and 4 at our Eco-Explorers Exhibition & 

Snapwild Photography Competition prize giving ceremony 

at Selby Abbey on Friday 28th September 2018

We received 

great press 

coverage with 4 

articles in the 

Yorkshire Post 

and Selby Times



Eco Explorers in Schools

We worked with three local 

schools: South Milford Primary 

School, Riccall Community 

Primary School and Barlby High 

School 

1000 pupils 
were 

involved in 
schools

400 were 

primary school 
pupils who 
received 30 

minute 
workshops

600 were 

pupils who 
received  10 

minute talks in 
assembly

Display produced by pupils at South Milford primary following their Eco-Explorers workshops

Primary Schools

Workshops included discussions, games, 

thought activities and wildlife handling 

tailored to each age group and curriculum 

learning objectives. Pupils took part in a 

variety of activities including: a pairwise 

matching game, where baby and adult 

forms of different animals were matched 

acknowledging the different lifecycles of 

various animals, a game of snap where 

animals were matched based on their 

higher order classifications (insect, bird, 

mammal etc). Invertebrate exploration in 

leaf litter from Three Hagges Wood-

Meadow, followed by identification using 

Keys and snake handling, learning how 

they move, grow and live. 

Secondary Schools

Talks in school assembly involved 

pupils thinking about the complexity 

of and diversity of wildlife in their local 

area, specially thinking about how the 

presence of one species, or a group 

of species provides the conditions to 

support a multitude of other 

organisms. The importance of 

recording and monitoring wildlife 

populations was emphasised and the 

feedback reflects this, highlighting 

that many young people did not 

realise that practical ecology was a 

feasible career option.

“informative, honest and funny, and demonstrated 

how an interest in an area could lead to a career.” 

- Abi Collins Teacher of Science and Year 10 

Form Tutor

The course was fantastic way to link to the year 

groups knowledge to a real situation and 

explore with the animals and facilitators.” – Year 

4 South Milford

“Excellent – all children engaged for 

the whole time – even those who 

have a tendency to be less engaged 

in class… Very excited children who 

wanted to carry on talking about it 

afterwards” – Teacher, Riccall 

Primary School

Although we found getting into schools a challenge, once we were involved  workshops proved a 

great way to engage with large amounts of young people in a cost effective way.  We felt talks in 

secondary schools were a little short and didn’t allow enough time for young people to consider 

getting involved further and if we were to run a similar project we would run extended sessions. 

Taking nature into the classroom as well as promoting the natural heritage on their doorstep through 

Three Hagges Wood-Meadow would be definitely worth considering when thinking of future projects.  



Eco Explorers out in the field

19 young people took part in 3 wildlife 
recording workshops at Three Hagges      

Wood-Meadow

9 took part in 
our primary 

school 
workshop on 17 

June 2018

7 took part in 
our secondary 

school 
workshop on 1 

July 2018

3 took part in 
our guide and 

scout workshop 
on 8 July 2018

Workshops focused on three key words:

BIODIVERSITY, ECOSYSTEM & 

WOOD-MEADOW

All learning related back to these terms to 

help encourage a deeper understanding of 

the interconnected nature of the 

environment.  An appreciation how different 

factors influence the natural world can 

making young people more aware of the 

consequences of their actions and of climate 

change as a whole, as well as exciting and 

enthusing them about exploring and 

protecting the wildlife they have on their own 

doorstepEvaluation

Two evaluation methods were 

used, a writing and discussion 

approach and a more 

quantitative method

Evaluation Method 1

The workshops began with a group 

discussion on the three key terms and 

participants wrote down words or 

phrases they associated with each 

word.  This was repeated at the end of 

the workshops which provided an 

opportunity for participants to think and 

discuss what they had learnt.

Evaluation Method 2

Each participant placed a token on a “dart 

board” with rings numbered 1-10 (10 being the 

bullseye). For each of the three words they 

placed their tokens in the ring corresponding 

with their self-perception out of 10 of their own 

understanding of the word – 1 being no 

understanding, 10 being full comprehension. 

They were asked to repeat the process at the 

end of the workshop to show how much their 

own understanding and confidence of each 

word had grown. Images of dart boards can be 

seen on exhibition posters produced from 

workshops. 



Workshop Term Average at start Average at end Average Change
Primary 

Workshop

17th June

Biodiversity 2.33/10 7/10 + 4.67/10
Ecosystem 3.56/10 8/10 + 4.44/10
Wood-Meadow 5.22/10 8.44/10 + 3.22/10

Secondary 

Workshop

01st July

Biodiversity 5.14/10 8.57/10 + 3.43/10
Ecosystem 4.71/10 7.57/10 + 2.86/10
Wood-Meadow 5.71/10 9.29/10 + 3.58/10

Guides/Scouts 

Workshop

08th July

Biodiversity 3.33/10 7.66/10 +4.33/10
Ecosystem 6/10 7/10 + 1/10
Wood-Meadow 3.33/10 9/10 + 5.66/10

Table 1: Means calculated for each term from each workshop.

Workshop Term Average at start Average at end Average Change
Primary 

Workshop

17th June

All 3.7/10 7.81/10 + 4.11/10

Secondary 

Workshop

01st July

All 5.19/10 8.48/10 + 3.29/10

Guides/Scouts 

Workshop

08th July

All 4.22/10 7.89/10 + 3.67/10

Table 2: Means calculated from all terms for each workshop.

Workshop Term Average at start Average at end Average Change
All Biodiversity 3.6/10 7.74/10 + 4.14/10
All Ecosystem 4.76/10 7.52/10 + 2.76/10
All Wood-meadow 4.75/10 8.91/10 + 4.16/10

Table 3: Means calculated from all workshops for each term.

Greatest improvement in 

understanding was observed from 

the word “wood-meadow” closely 

followed by “biodiversity”.

Greatest overall improvement in 

understanding was observed in 

those attending the primary 

school workshop despite being 

the group that had the lowest 

starting and ending averages.

In all instances, an improvement was observed, with the 

greatest improvement observed with the guides and scout 

workshop for the word “Wood-meadow”, whilst the smallest 

improvement observed was at the same workshop for 

“Ecosystem”. 

We did not receive the response we had anticipated for our workshops 

(minimum numbers of 15 for our workshops and 12 for our film weekend) and 

we spent considerable time boosting numbers.  If we were to run workshops as 

part of a future project we would widen promotion to the local community and 

not just to pupils who attended the schools that we visited. 



Workshop Activities 

Vertebrate Exploration

Participants went out into Three Hagges 

Wood-Meadow to see how reptiles are 

were surveyed and recorded, learning 

about recording methods, the data that is 

collected and why.  Participants were 

presented with a selection of previously 

recorded reptile survey data displaying 

hotspots of populations on a satellite map 

of the site.  They were encouraged to 

think about why the animals may 

preferentially inhabit these areas 

introducing the concept of Ecology. 

Participants were given the opportunity to 

interact with a variety of vertebrate 

species from Three Hagges Wood-

Meadow including; Field vole, toad, frog, 

grass snake and viviparous lizard. 

Invertebrate Exploration

Participants were introduced to 

invertebrates at Three Hagges 

Wood-Meadow. This included 

two practical sessions, one 

focusing on sweep net 

techniques and insect ID and 

the other on invertebrate 

species that have made their 

home at the pond.  Both 

sessions used keys for ID and 

opened discussion about life 

cycles of animals.  This 

introduced participants to 

methods of invertebrate 

sampling and ID, whilst also 

bringing to their attention the 

diversity of species found at the 

site and the complexity and 

intricacy of the lifecycles of 

animals often considered as 

simple.

Workshops were delivered by experts 

Nick Atherton, Andrew Cutts, Andy 

Grayson, Dave Raffaelli and Dr Katharine 

Wotherspoon

Flora Exploration

Participants explored the plants and flowers in 

Three Hagges Wood-Meadow.  This session 

explored different species and covered 

botanical recording using quadrats and 

percentage cover.  Participants identified 

species within their 50x50cm quadrat and 

coloured in a pre-made grid to indicate 

species present.  From their coloured grids 

they calculated percentage cover to gain an 

idea of the abundance of the plant species 

present.

Recording Activity

Participants recorded their 

learning from the workshop 

through drawings of wildlife, 

short poems, facts they had 

learnt.  The work they 

produced during this session, 

along with quadrat grids and 

dart-board evaluation was 

compiled into posters that 

were printed at A0 size for the 

exhibition at Selby Abbey and 

will be displayed at Three 

Hagges Wood-Meadow.



Eco-Explorers Film and Photography

Wildlife Film Weekend

Four young people attended a wildlife filming weekend 

workshop on 15th and 15th July run by Nick Atherton from 

Project CIC. This taught them the full process of wildlife 

filmmaking, from research to presentation as well as the 

opportunity to explore the wildlife at Three Hagges Wood-

Meadow with expert Dave Raffaelli.  The weekend included 

story telling, narrative development in wildlife film, 

researching subject matter, developing a shot list, filming 

and editing.  

The films produced can be viewed on Hagge Woods Trust 

website  

https://www.haggewoodstrust.org.uk/learn/films/young-

persons-film-project

Snapwild Photography Competition

This competition was open to anyone under the age 

of 16, encouraging them to spend more time outdoors 

looking at nature in a way they hadn’t before.

The competition was widely advertised with leaflets, in 

local schools, social media and the local press. The 

competition received a great response with 86 entries 

and with equal representation from each age group 

category – under 12’s and 12-16 year olds.   Prizes 

including GoPro Hero cameras for overall winners and 

cash prizes for runners up.  These were awarded as 

an incentive and a reward for their wonderful work. 

The winning photographs can be viewed on Hagge 

Woods Trust website

https://www.haggewoodstrust.org.uk/get-

involved/snap-wild-photography-competition

Eco-Explorers Exhibition and Award Ceremony in 

Selby Abbey

Over 70 people attended our Eco-Explorers Exhibition 

and Award Ceremony in Selby Abbey on 28th

September 2018. This celebration evening showcased 

the work that had taken place in schools, workshops, 

the films young people had made and all the entries in 

our Snapwild photography competition.  The Mayor of 

Selby, Cllr Eva Lambert awarded the winners of our 

Snapwild photography competition their prizes.  It was 

fantastic to take nature into a different space at Selby 

Abbey, integrating natural heritage with cultural 

heritage.

https://www.haggewoodstrust.org.uk/learn/films/young-persons-film-project
https://www.haggewoodstrust.org.uk/get-involved/snap-wild-photography-competition


Eco-Explorers Scouts and Guides

Guiding and Scouting Eco-Explorers 

Badge

We have been working closely with Alison 

Cunningham OBE, Selby Girl guide 

Commissioner in creating a new Eco-

Explorers badge for guides and scouts.  

The badge is designed to inspire and gain 

an understanding of our natural world 

through a series of activities i.e. identifying 

native trees and shrubs, recording nature 

spotted at a site such as Three Hagges 

Wood-Meadow and understanding the 

Countryside Code.

Working with local brownie, cubs, 

guides and scout groups

As well as our Eco-Explorers guide 

and scout workshop on 8th July 2018 

we also delivered an interactive talk 

at Wistow Girl Guides group in the 

summer similar to the workshops 

delivered in schools.  We also 

delivered an interactive session at 

Three Hagges Wood-Meadow for 

Wheldrake Brownies.  We are 

continuing to work closely with the 

guides and scouts and are currently 

looking at delivering a wildlife 

photography day for North Yorkshire 

Scouts in 2019.



Exhibition boards displaying work from workshops.

These were produced for our Eco-Explorers Exhibition and 

Snapwild Photography Competition Prize Giving evening at 

Selby Abbey, which was held on 28th September 2018 and will 

also be displayed in Three Hagges Wood-Meadow.
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